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THE 24-HOUR SURVIVAL BLUEPRINT

HURRY STRATEGY

If you are tracking down a flight to Paris or Montreal in a few days, you do not have time to dissect

abstract linguistic stems or obsolete classical literature. You need immediate verbal traction. This

manual ignores filler and provides exactly what works on the ground. 

Welcome to your strategic linguistic rescue pack. This guide is built strictly for efficiency. Our primary

goal  is  to  provide  maximum practical  utility  in  minimum study  time.  We achieve  this  through  three

straightforward tactics:

1. The Phonetic Bypass

Instead of forcing you to master complicated academic pronunciation symbols, we write out words using

intuitive,  simple English equivalents.  Read the pronunciation column exactly  as it  is  written out,  and

native speakers will instantly understand you.

2. Structural Scaffolding

We give you functional sentence templates. By learning just five high-frequency structural frames (like Je

voudrais... or  Où est...?), you can swap vocabulary items in and out to create hundreds of essential,

customized expressions on the fly.

3. High-Yield Vocabulary Isolation

Traditional courses teach you irrelevant words like "apple" or "brother" in the first week. We cut straight to

the terms that keep your trip smooth: train tickets, subway tracks, credit cards, public bathrooms, menu

formats, and medical emergencies.

Keep this manual close, review one section during your transit, and speak clearly with a smile. Let's

make it count.
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1. RAPID PRONUNCIATION & SILENT RULES

French spelling looks highly complex because it retains historical structural characters that are no longer

spoken. Once you understand the basic rules of what *not* to say, reading signs and menus becomes

intuitive.

The Golden Rule: Drop Final Consonants

As a foundational rule, do not pronounce the final consonant of a French word if it ends in D, P, S, T, G,

X, or Z. Read through these explicit examples:

Paris  is pronounced pah-ree (The 'S' is silent).

Salut  is pronounced sah-loo (The 'T' is silent).

Beaucoup  is pronounced boh-koo (The 'P' is silent).

The CRFL Exception Matrix

To break that rule, remember the word CAREFUL. If a final consonant is C, R, F, or L, you generally *do*

pronounce it:

Sac  is pronounced sahk (The 'C' is fully sounded).

Hotel  is pronounced oh-tel (The 'L' is fully sounded).

Vowel Modification Shifts

LETTER COMBO THE SOUND RULE REAL-WORLD EXAMPLE

oi Sounds like an English 

"wah"

Moi (Me) → mwah

ou Sounds like the "oo" in

"boot"

Où (Where) → oo

eau / au Sounds like a clean, crisp 

"oh"

L'eau (Water) → loh

ch Sounds like the English 

"sh"

Changer (To change) → shahn-zhay

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 
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2. FAST GRAMMAR: NOUN GENDERS & ARTICLES

In French, all items, concepts, and physical objects are grammatically categorized as either Masculine or

Feminine. There are no neutral "it" nouns. This categorization dictates how you use words like "a", "the",

and corresponding descriptive tags.

Definite Articles (The)

When identifying a specific, singular item, match your choice of article to the noun's gender:

Le: Used for masculine singular nouns. Le train (luh trahn).

La: Used for feminine singular nouns. La gare (lah gahr).

L': Used if the singular noun starts with a vowel or silent H, regardless of its gender. L'hôtel (loh-tel), 

L'avion (lah-vee-ohn).

Les: Used for all plural nouns. Les billets (lay bee-yeh).

Indefinite Articles (A / An / Some)

When referencing non-specific items, use these forms:

CATEGORY FRENCH FORM EXAMPLE IN CONTEXT

Masculine Singular Un (uhn) Un taxi (A taxi)

Feminine Singular Une (oon) Une valise (A suitcase)

Plural (Some) Des (day) Des passeports (Some passports)

HURRY TRICK

If you are in a high-pressure situation and completely forget a noun's gender, don't stall your

sentence. Native speakers will easily understand you if you use the wrong article, as long as you

state the core noun clearly. Speed is your asset here. 

• 

• 

• 

• 
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3. HIGH-YIELD VERBS: PRESENT TENSE — ÊTRE

The verb être (to be) is the single most critical pillar of the French language. It allows you to express your

state of being, nationality, location, and immediate situation.

Full Present Tense Conjugation Chart

SUBJECT PRONOUN CONJUGATED

VERB

PHONETIC

TRANSLATION

ENGLISH

MEANING

Je (I) suis zhuh swee I am

Tu (You - informal) es too eh You are

Il / Elle (He / She / It) est eel eh / ell eh He / She is

Nous (We) sommes noo sum We are

Vous (You - formal /

plural)

êtes voo-z-et You are

Ils / Elles (They) sont eel sohn / ell sohn They are

Essential Spoken Sentences Using Être

English Concept French Spoken Construction Pronunciation Blueprint

I am ready. Je suis prêt. zhuh swee preh

I am American /

Canadian.

Je suis américain /

canadien.

zhuh swee-z ah-may-ree-kan / kah-nah-

dee-ahn

Where are you? Où êtes-vous ? oo et voo

It is expensive. C'est cher. say shair

It is open / closed. C'est ouvert / fermé. say oo-vair / fair-may

Is it free? Est-ce que c'est libre ? ess kuh say lee-bruh
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4. HIGH-YIELD VERBS: PRESENT TENSE — AVOIR

The second pillar of structural fluency is avoir (to have). Beyond simple ownership, French uses this verb

to express age, hunger, thirst, and physical sensations.

Full Present Tense Conjugation Chart

SUBJECT PRONOUN CONJUGATED

VERB

PHONETIC

TRANSLATION

ENGLISH

MEANING

J' (I) ai zhay I have

Tu (You - informal) as too ah You have

Il / Elle (He / She) a eel ah / ell ah He / She has

Nous (We) avons noo-z ah-vohn We have

Vous (You - formal /

plural)

avez voo-z ah-vay You have

Ils / Elles (They) ont eel-z ohhn They have

Essential Travel Frameworks Using Avoir

Note how French uses "to have hunger" or "to have thirst" instead of matching the English structure "to

be hungry":

English Concept French Spoken Construction Pronunciation Blueprint

I have a reservation. J'ai une réservation. zhay oon ray-zair-vah-see-ohn

I have a passport. J'ai un passeport. zhay uhn pahs-pohr

I am hungry. (I have hunger) J'ai faim. zhay fan

I am thirsty. (I have thirst) J'ai soif. zhay swahf

Do you have a map? Avez-vous un plan ? ah-vay voo-z uhn plahn

There is / There are... Il y a... eel ee yah
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5. ASKING QUESTIONS & SAYING NO

To navigate travel disruptions or transactional adjustments smoothly, you need to confidently request

details and state alternatives or boundaries.

The Fast-Track Question Phrase: Est-ce que

Instead of rearranging verbs and pronouns, you can convert any standard statement into a question

simply by placing the phrase Est-ce que (ess kuh) directly at the beginning of the sentence:

C'est ouvert. (It is open.) → Est-ce que c'est ouvert ? (Is it open?)

Vous parlez anglais. (You speak English.) → Est-ce que vous parlez anglais ? (Do you speak

English?)

Forming Negatives: Ne... Pas

To make a sentence negative, place the word ne directly before the verb and the word pas directly after

it. If the verb begins with a vowel, shorten ne  to n' .

AFFIRMATIVE CONCEPT NEGATIVE CONSTRUCTION

Je comprends. (I understand.)

zhuh cohm-prahn

Je ne comprends pas. (I don't understand.)

zhuh nuh cohm-prahn pah

Je sais. (I know.)

zhuh say

Je ne sais pas. (I don't know.)

zhuh nuh say pah

Je suis prêt. (I am ready.)

zhuh swee preh

Je ne suis pas prêt. (I am not ready.)

zhuh nuh swee pas preh

• 

• 
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6. SIMPLE PAST TENSE FOR EMERGENCIES

While the present tense handles immediate interactions, explaining that you *lost* something or *missed*

a connection requires the basic past tense (Passé Composé).

The Fast Past Template

For a quick travel fix, use the pronoun J'ai (I have) followed by your past participle verb action:

To speak of buying: J'ai acheté... (zhay ahsh-tay) → I bought...

To speak of losing: J'ai perdu... (zhay pair-doo) → I lost...

To speak of paying: J'ai payé... (zhay pay-yay) → I paid...

Essential Crisis Reporting

English Event French Spoken Construction Pronunciation Blueprint

I lost my wallet. J'ai perdu mon portefeuille. zhay pair-doo mohn port-fuh-yee

I missed the train. J'ai raté le train. zhay rah-tay luh trahn

I paid the bill. J'ai payé l'addition. zhay pay-yay lah-dee-see-ohn

I arrived today. Je suis arrivé aujourd'hui. zhuh swee-z ah-ree-vay oh-zhoor-dwee

HURRY NOTE

Most verbs use avoir in the past tense, but movement verbs (like arriving or going) switch to using 

être. That's why you say Je suis arrivé instead of J'ai arrivé. 

• 

• 

• 

Learn French In A Hurry — Fast-Track Travel Essentials 8



7. SURVIVAL VOCABULARY: CORE POLITENESS

The social dynamic in France relies heavily on explicit politeness markers. Omitting these words can

make simple transactions difficult. Always lead with these greetings before making any request.

English French Phonetic Reading

Good morning / Hello Bonjour bohn-zhoor

Good evening Bonsoir bohn-swahr

Goodbye Au revoir oh rwahv-wahr

Please (Formal) S'il vous plaît see voo pleh

Thank you very much Merci beaucoup mair-see boh-koo

You're welcome De rien duh ree-ahn

Excuse me (to ask a question) Excusez-moi ex-koo-zay mwah

Pardon (if you bump someone) Pardon pahr-dohn

Yes / No Oui / Non wee / nohn

Okay / Agreed D'accord dah-kor

Pleased to meet you Enchanté ahn-shahn-tay
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8. SURVIVAL VOCABULARY: TRANSIT & NAVIGATION

Navigating airports, high-speed rail systems, and local subway hubs requires a clear understanding of

signs, platforms, and directions.

The Structural Frame: Où est... ? (Where is...?)

Combine Où est (oo eh) with any transit destination to quickly get directions:

Destination Target Completed French Request Phonetic Reading

The train station Où est la gare ? oo eh lah gahr

The subway station Où est la station de métro ? oo eh lah stah-see-ohn duh

may-troh

The airport Où est l'aéroport ? oo eh lah-ay-roh-por

The ticket office Où est le guichet ? oo eh luh gee-sheh

The platform / track Où est la voie ? oo eh lah vwah

A taxi Où est un taxi ? oo eh uhn tahk-see

Directional Blueprint Commands

À droite → To the right (ah drwaht) À gauche → To the left (ah gohsh)

Tout droit → Straight ahead (too drwah) Ici / Là-bas → Here / Over there (ee-see / lah-bah)
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9. TICKET PURCHASES & BOARDING

Purchasing regional passes or platform tickets requires specifying your destination, class preference, and

journey type.

The Structural Frame: Je voudrais... (I would like...)

Combine Je voudrais (zhuh voo-dreh) with your travel parameters:

English Concept French Production Phonetic Reading

A ticket to Paris Je voudrais un billet pour Paris. zhuh voo-dreh uhn bee-yeh

poor pah-ree

A round-trip ticket Un aller-retour uhn ah-lay ruh-toor

A one-way ticket Un aller simple uhn ah-lay sahm-pluh

Second class Seconde classe suh-gohnd klahs

What time does it leave? À quelle heure part-il ? ah kell ur pahr-teel

Is it direct? Est-ce que c'est direct ? ess kuh say dee-rekt

TRANSIT WARNING

Always validate paper tickets in the yellow trackside validation boxes (composteur) before step

onboard any regional rail car or train system to avoid an automated fine. 
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10. CHECKING INTO ACCOMMODATIONS

Managing your check-in efficiently means clarifying reservation details, bed arrangements, and essential

amenities up front.

English Context French Phrase Phonetic Reading

I have a reservation. J'ai une réservation. zhay oon ray-zair-vah-see-

ohn

My name is... Je m'appelle... zhuh mah-pell

Do you have a free room? Avez-vous une chambre libre ? ah-vay voo-z oon shahm-

bruh lee-bruh

For one person / two people Pour une / deux personnes poor oon / duh pair-sun

For one night / a week Pour une nuit / une semaine poor oon nwee / oon suh-

men

With a private bathroom Avec salle de bain ah-vek sahl duh bahn

The room key, please La clé de la chambre, s'il vous

plaît.

lah klay duh lah shahm-bruh

see voo pleh

Is Wi-Fi included? Est-ce que le Wi-Fi est inclus ? ess kuh luh vee-fee eh

tahn-kloo
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11. HANDLING ACCOMMODATION ISSUES

If  something  isn't  working  as  expected  in  your  room,  use  these  direct  phrases  to  report  technical

problems to the front desk.

The Structural Frame: Ne fonctionne pas (Is not working)

Place the problem item directly before the phrase ne fonctionne pas (nuh fohnk-see-ohn pah):

Faulty Target Completed French Notice Phonetic Reading

The air conditioning La climatisation ne fonctionne

pas.

lah klee-mah-tee-zah-see-

ohn nuh fohnk-see-ohn pah

The heating Le chauffage ne fonctionne pas. luh shoh-fahzh nuh fohnk-

see-ohn pah

The hot water L'eau chaude ne fonctionne pas. loh shohd nuh fohnk-see-

ohn pah

The Wi-Fi network Le Wi-Fi ne fonctionne pas. luh vee-fee nuh fohnk-see-

ohn pah

The elevator car L'ascenseur ne fonctionne pas. lah-sahn-sur nuh fohnk-see-

ohn pah
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12. DINING OUT: ORDERING WITH EASE

French dining moves at a relaxed pace. Knowing how to request the menu, order drinks, and handle the

bill will make for a great experience.

English Context French Phrase Phonetic Reading

A table for two people Une table pour deux personnes. oon tah-bluh poor duh pair-

sun

The menu, please La carte, s'il vous plaît. lah kahrt see voo pleh

I am ready to order. Je suis prêt à commander. zhuh swee preh-t ah coh-

mahn-day

I would like water. Je voudrais de l'eau. zhuh voo-dreh duh loh

A bottle / a glass Une bouteille / un verre oon boo-tay-yee / uhn vair

Red wine / white wine Vin rouge / vin blanc vahn roozh / vahn blahn

The bill, please L'addition, s'il vous plaît. lah-dee-see-ohn see voo

pleh

WATER HINT

If you simply ask for water, the waiter may bring premium bottled mineral water, which adds to your

bill. To get free tap water, explicitly request a jug with the phrase: Une carafe d'eau, s'il vous plaît.

(oon kah-rahf doh see voo pleh). 
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13. DECIPHERING KEY MENU TERMS

French menus are structured around distinct courses. Recognizing these common terms helps you know

exactly what you're ordering.

Meal Structure Blueprint Headers

L'Entrée: The appetizer or starter course (not the main course).

Le Plat Principal: The main meal or focal course.

Le Dessert: Sweet items or standard cheese selections.

Common Core Ingredients Matrix

FRENCH WORD ENGLISH TRANSLATION PHONETIC CORE SOUND

Poulet Chicken poo-lay

Boeuf Beef buhf

Poisson Fish pwah-sohn

Porc Pork por

Légumes Vegetables lay-goom

Pain Bread pan

Fromage Cheese froh-mahzh

• 

• 

• 
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14. SHOPPING & FINANCIAL TRANSACTIONS

Whether you're shopping at local open-air markets or independent city boutiques, these basic phrases

will help you check prices and complete your purchase.

English Context French Phrase Phonetic Reading

How much does this cost? Combien ça coûte ? cohm-bee-ahn sah coot

It is too expensive. C'est trop cher. say troh shair

Do you accept credit cards? Acceptez-vous les cartes de

crédit ?

ahk-sep-tay voo lay kahrt

duh cray-dee

Can I pay with cash? Puis-je payer en espèces ? pwee-zh pay-yay ahn-ehs-

pes

Where is the checkout register? Où est la caisse ? oo eh lah kes

I would like to buy this. Je voudrais acheter ceci. zhuh voo-dreh ahsh-tay

suh-see

CARD TRANSACTION RULE

Most stores and cafes across France accept tap-and-go credit cards or mobile pay options, but

some independent shops may have a minimum purchase requirement (typically around 5 to 10

Euros) marked as "CB à partir de...". 
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15. FAST NUMBERS: 1 TO 20

Mastering basic numbers is essential for understanding prices, platform numbers, departure times, and

hotel room information.

NUM FRENCH PRONUNCIATION NUM FRENCH PRONUNCIATION

1 un uhn 11 onze ohnz

2 deux duh 12 douze dooz

3 trois trwah 13 treize trehz

4 quatre kat-ruh 14 quatorze kah-torz

5 cinq sahnk 15 quinze kanz

6 six sees 16 seize sez

7 sept set 17 dix-sept dees-set

8 huit wheet 18 dix-huit dees-wheet

9 neuf nuhf 19 dix-neuf dees-nuhf

10 dix dees 20 vingt vahn
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16. HIGHER NUMBERS, HOURS & DATES

Once you reach 20, counting follows a steady, predictable pattern. These higher numbers are key for

handling larger bills and checkout totals.

Counting in Tens

30: Trente (trahnt)

40: Quarante (kah-rahnt)

50: Cinquante (sahn-kahnt)

60: Soixante (swah-sahnt)

100: Cent (sahn)

1000: Mille (meel)

Telling Time & Schedules

To ask about or understand times, rely on the core word heure (ur):

English Context French Phrase Phonetic

What time is it? Quelle heure est-il ? kell ur eh-teel

It is two o'clock. Il est deux heures. eel eh duh-z ur

At what time does it open? À quelle heure ouvre-t-il ? ah kell ur oo-vruh

teel

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 
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17. CRISIS MANAGEMENT & MEDICAL NEEDS

If  something goes wrong during your trip, being able to clearly ask for help or report an emergency

ensures you get assistance right away.

English Context French Phrase Phonetic Reading

Help! Au secours ! oh suh-koor

Please call a doctor. Appelez un médecin, s'il vous

plaît.

ah-play uhn mayd-sahn see

voo pleh

Call the police. Appelez la police. ah-play lah poh-lees

Where is the hospital? Où est l'hôpital ? oo eh loh-pee-tahl

I am sick. Je suis malade. zhuh swee mah-lahd

It hurts here. J'ai mal ici. zhay mahl ee-see

Stop! Arrêtez ! ah-reh-tay

Where is the pharmacy? Où est la pharmacie ? oo eh lah fahr-mah-see

UNIVERSAL HELPLINE

Remember, dialing 112 on any mobile phone in the EU connects you directly to emergency

services for free. 
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18. FINAL DEPARTURE RAPID CHECKLIST

Before stepping out of transit and onto the streets, make sure you can confidently produce these five

core communication frameworks:

THE TOP 5 HIGH-YIELD SCAFFOLDS

Politeness Target: Always lead with "Bonjour, Monsieur" or "Bonjour, Madame" before starting a

transaction.

The Location Tracker: Use "Où est... ?" followed by any destination (e.g., la gare, les toilettes).

The Needs Request: Use "Je voudrais... " followed by your target item (e.g., un billet, un café,

l'addition).

The Comprehension Reset: If conversations move too quickly, say: "Plus lentement, s'il vous

plaît."

The Language Check: Confirm communication early with: "Sprechen/Parlez-vous anglais ?"

You are ready. Go forth boldly, speak clearly, and enjoy your journey! 

1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 
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